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Rothersthorpe, which also meets any cost involved. Items for possible inclusion in the            

March 2011 edition should be submitted to Jane McCarthy at The Pigyard, 35 Church Street, 

or  by email to jane@pigyard.com, by phone 830321 or 07779 832354 or on a CD by  24th 

February at the very latest, articles received after this date will not be included.  
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Cheques should be made payable to St Peter & St Paul Church  & passed to the Editor. 

Keep these dates clear in your diaries 
 

Barn Dance Saturday March 12th 

Dancing to The Occasional Few 

More info from Val 832422 

+ 
French Evening  

Saturday 26th March 

at 7.30 

Tickets £15 for a 7 course meal 

Proceeds to be shared  

between  

Daventry Friends of Iganga  

& Tools for Self Reliance 

(Northampton) 

information and tickets 

David & Barbara Walsh 831455 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY 2010 

Sunday 

5th before lent 

6th February 9.30am Holy  Communion  

Sunday 

4th before lent 
13th February 9.30am Morning Worship 

Sunday 

3rd before lent 

20th February 9.30am 

 

Holy Communion 

Sunday 

2nd before lent 

27th February 8.00am 

10.30am 

Harpole 

BCP Holy Communion 

United benefice  

service with the Bishop 

of Peterborough 

Friday 4th March 2.00pm 

Bugbrooke 

Church 

Women‘s World Day of 

Prayer — All welcome 

 
 

 

 

 

What Did You Call Me? 
 

One of my favourite movies of the early sixties is called "The Long and the 

Short and the Tall" and is set against the backdrop of the Second World War in 

Malaya.  The film although „vivid at the time‟ now seems almost routine.  How-

ever the emphasis is not on action but on the characters which for me sets it 

apart. 
 

The film depicts a group of British soldiers, fighting not only the enemy but also 

the hot humid conditions of the jungle.  In their conversations with each other 

they give graphic descriptions, to help their morale, about what they will do to 

the "Japs" when they finally engage with them. 
 

Eventually they enter into combat and emerge as the victors with a captured 

Japanese Soldier as a trophy of their victory.  They then systematically mock 

and abuse their  prisoner, making wild assumptions about him, based purely on  

their idea of what a "Jap" should be like. 
 

However, as time goes on, each one in turn realises the prisoner is a person in 

his own right.  This is very vividly portrayed by the sharing of photographs of 

loved ones back home in England and Japan.  Then through pigeon English and 

sign language discovering, each others likes and dislikes.  In fact the only real 

thing that divides them is the shape of their eyes!   
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

24 seven 

 E-MAIL:GEORGE.MADDISON1@ntlWORLD.COM 

WWW.GRMADDISON.CO.UK 

TEL/ FAX 01604 451902 

  Mobile  07725 842294 

 

    CALL US NOW FOR A FAST RELIABLE 

          AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
 

          ALL PLUMBING AND HEATING 

     BATHROOMS DESIGNED & FITTED 
 

      BOILERS UPGRADED/ REPLACED 

      RADIATORS / PUMPS /  VALVES 

      BOILERS SERVICED INC OIL 

      SYSTEM POWERFLUSHING 
        

      WE ARE THE CLEANEST FITTERS 

       IN THIS TOWN AS TOLD BY OUR 

       CUSTOMERS. 

 SO GIVE US A CALL & EXPECT A VISIT 
 

  PS CALL THE MOBILE FIRST ALWAYS ANSWERED  

 Heating & Plumbing Solutions 192307 

CORGI 

Registered 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
COMBINED FLEET MAINTENANCE LTD 

YOUR LOCAL GARAGE  
 MAKING LIFE EASIER FOR YOU! 

 

MOT TEST CENTRE 

 
 

10% Off your first invoice 

Free Collection and Delivery Service  
for Local Area 

 

Customer Loyalty Scheme 
Servicing 
Recovery Service 
All Repairs and Welding 
Diagnostics and Electrical Work 
(Latest Diagnostics Equipment) 

 

All Makes and Models Catered For 
Senior Citizen Discount 

TRY US FOR TYRES  
AND BE  

SURPRISED 
ALL MAJOR BRANDS OF TYRES SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

LASER 4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT AS WELL! 
BLACK CIRCLE APPROVED FITTING CENTRE 

Call us on 01604 859701 
UNIT 7 JBJ Business Park, Blisworth 

Northants  NN7 3DW 

Class 4           - Cars & vans up to 3000 

Class 5 Light - Minibuses up to 3500 (16 seats) 

Class 7           - Vans/Light Commercial up to 3500 

 

 

Unfortunately the pre-conceived, bigoted idea of what a "Jap" should be like 

wins through and they brutally kill him.  In the end, the soldiers found it eas-

ier to accept the caricature, than the real individual. 
 

As we look around our society today, with its ethnic mix, it is easier to deal 

with a caricature of a person, based on their colour or creed, rather than with 

the individual in their own right. 
 

Having spent a vast portion of my life in the multi cultural and diverse town 

of Wolverhampton (now a city) and been challenged, almost daily, to think 

through my attitudes to people from a different background to my own, I 

came to the conclusion, (along with many others I may add), that such terms 

as "Pakkie", "Nigger" or "Coloured" (to name just a few) were unhelpful to 

say the least.  These terms are barriers which prevent us meeting people as 

individuals, made in the image of God. 
 

As we in the Villages become part of an increasing cultural and ethnic mix, 

let us learn from each other and respect each other, and as a start, NOT use 

the sort of terminology that I have described. 
 

To quote the Bishop of Peterborough 
 

“Respect for people of other faiths as our neighbours and fellow-citizens is 

right and proper, and we as Christians should work for cohesive communities 

and good community relations....... We will respect our neighbours of other 

faiths.  We will stand with them against persecution, intimidation or abuse.  

We will listen to their stories and seek to understand their beliefs and their 

ways of life and to learn from them.  We will work with them for the com-

mon good. But at the same time we will lovingly commend the Lord Jesus 

Christ to them as the only way to the Father, as fully God and fully man, and 

as worthy of worship..... We will in no way tolerate racism or religious perse-

cution, but we will seek to strengthen and preserve the Christian heritage of 

our country.” 
 

The Post Script to the film is that the British Soldiers 

are themselves killed, except for one who is taken    

captive by the Japanese.  They in turn treat him in the 

same way as he and his buddies treated the Japanese 

prisoner. 
 

We must do better than that. 
 

The Revd. Stephen R.J. French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole,  

Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe   



Fortnightly Church Cleaning 
 

 February 6th                 -            Lindsay & Christy 

 February 20th               -           June & Jane 

 March 6th          -  Mike & Sue 

           
         

Thruppsters 
Tuesday 8th February 12.30pm for 12.45 at 47 Banbury Lane for a 

soup and pudding lunch.  

Please ring 830857 to book a place to help to cater for numbers 

attending. 

        Peter Doran 
              

Parish Council Meeting 

The next  Parish  Council meeting will be held 

on Monday February 14th at 7.30pm in 

the  Committee Room of the Village Hall.  

Anyone is welcome to attend and address 

the Parish Council in the public open session at the beginning of the 

meeting. 

 
 

Village Salt Containers 

The Parish Council would like to remind 

villagers that the salt in the salt bins is 

only for use on the roads and footpaths 

around the village and not for use on   

private driveways and paths.  
              Sarah Murphy 

               Clerk to the Parish Council 

 Email:  parishclerk@rothersthorpe.info 

 

 

                                                                 

  

 

 

 

 

To be held in Rothersthorpe Village 
Hall and School grounds on April 29th 

2011. 
 

1pm-4pm: Fun and games for children and 
parents on the school field/village hall + bar-
beque. 

 

7.30pm-late: Disco, bring your own drinks 
and nibbles. 

 

(The idea is that this event will be very much like 
the Village New Year’s Eve Party of old!.......a good 
old get together!!!) 
 

  Further details to follow in March’s Newsletter. 
In the meantime if you have any queries please 
email Jodie at jj281078@hotmail.com 



 

 

 

Chequers Ladies versus W. I. Skittles Match 
 

It was a while ago now but on December 1st the W.I played the          
Chequers Ladies, well this time the       
Chequers Ladies won. Both put in larger 
teams, thanks to the guys who played for 
the W.I. 
The raffle and food were great. If you were 
not there you missed out on a really good 
night. 
Many thanks to those who came, played, 
and supported the skittles team in such bad 
weather. We raised £35.50 for the Guide 
Dogs for the Blind. 
Thank you     
                       Carol Morphy 

 

 

 

Rothersthorpe Day Nursery  

 

First week free for every new child 

Starting between 31st January 2011 to 1st March 2011 
 

Rothersthorpe Day Nursery 
Open 8am — 6pm 52 weeks of the year excluding bank holidays 

Excellent pre-school facilities 

From September 11hours of Early funding for 52 weeks per year available for 

children at the start of a new term following their 3rd birthday 
A breakfast club, after school club and Holiday club is available from age 4-11yrs 

Employers vouchers - savings on childcare costs 

Ring on 01604 831263  

or go to www.rothersthorpedaynursery.co.uk 

 Neighbourhood Watch Update 

We had the disturbing news that a house in 

the village was broken into over the Christmas 

period, obviously this caused a lot of distress 

to the owner, and it only goes to prove how 

vigilant we all need to be, if you see anything 

suspicious, please do contact : 

the Neighbourhood Watch line on  01604 432436  

and also please let Christy or Margaret know of anything you feel 

the need to report on 01604 831020. 

In January a suspicious vehicle was reported to the police and the 

response from them was almost immediate, so they are there to 

help.        Christy Nolan 
                                 

W.I. 

David and Barbara Walsh are coming to talk about their work with 

Tools and the latest developments in Iganga in Uganda. The     

meeting starts at 7.30 in the Village Hall on Monday 21st          

February, the cost to visitors £2 which includes refreshments. 

Please come along, you will be most welcome. 

Regarding the skittles match between the Ladies Village Team and 

ours, which took place before Christmas, we were soundly beaten, 

congratulations to them. Although defeated we enjoyed a brilliant 

night with delicious refreshments and good company. Many thanks 

for inviting us but we‘ll beat you next time!!!!! 

          Jenny Dellar
                                       

Speedwatch 
Rothersthorpe is on the rota this  year for Speedwatch in          

August/September. It is never too early to offer to volunteer, 

contact Jane 830321 if you are interested. 

 



 News from Rothersthorpe School 
The Autumn term ended on the usual high note with our Christingle 

and Nativity service in church. Thank you to all the parents and    

villagers who braved the cold and snow to join us and contributed to 

our retiring collection in aid of Caudwell Children. This charity     

supports sick and disabled children across the UK, providing      

equipment, treatment and therapies as well as family support. We 

were pleased to send a cheque for £120. After the service, parents 

joined us in the hall where members of the church served teas and 

drew the Church Christmas raffle. 
 

After the excitement of Christmas, the children    

returned to school in January and enjoyed our  annual 

school disco at the end of the first week. We were 

also pleased to welcome back M&M  Productions, the 

touring theatre company, who delighted us all with 

their panto, Aladdin! 
 

Some of our after school clubs are put on hold at 

this time of year, due to the dark nights and bad weather, but many 

children are still taking part in Hotshots Basketball Club and Class 2 

Art club. To keep us all active, we have also welcomed a couple of 

visitors into school this half term. Children in Class 1 and 2 are        

having basic football skills sessions with a volunteer sports coach 

and Class 3 and 4  children are having ballroom dancing sessions 

taught by a   professional dance coach. After the six weeks of     

lessons, we are hoping to enter one or two teams into a local         

Ballroom competition for Primary schools early in March – watch this 

space - maybe ‗Strictly‘ contestants of the future! 

 

School closes for the half term break on Friday 18th February and 

the children return on Tuesday 1st March. 

                     Carol Watt 

 
100 Club 

Last quarter‘s lucky winners were:- 

   100       -    Mick Townshend 

   £50       -    Jane Goodson 

   £25       -     Roy Osborne 

   £15       -     Len Snelling 

   £10       -     Jackie Burrows 

Supporters of the 100 club may like to know that £1541 was          

collected, of which £800 was distributed in prizes. The £741        

surplus was spent on the upkeep of the Church building, including:- 

£249 for a new ―proper‖ lock and set of keys to replace the rather 

dodgy old yale lock. (as required by the insurance company) 

£50 on securing and protecting the memorial bench in the grounds 

£442 towards the architects fees (£705) for the 5 yearly           

inspection. This has revealed that (as long suspected) the roof is now 

beyond the  stage of ―make do and  mend‖…..look out for some        

serious fund raising in the near future to replace the entire roof, if 

we want to continue to have a church standing in the village. All ideas 

gratefully received. 

Many thanks as always for all your support in this long standing     

venture. New members very welcome. Contact Val on 832422 

KEYS FOUND 
A bunch of keys were found in the field behind 
Clive & Lynn Appleton’s house off North Street 
in the snow early January. The keys include  
front door yale style and have a shamrock/
celtic fob. 
If you think you know the owner contact Len 
and Alison Snelling on 832333 or  Alison on 
her mobile 07710 568860. 
Notices were put round the village, perhaps 
you had a visitor who dropped them on a walk? 



 
 
 
 
 

Would you regard Rothersthorpe as the perfect village? 

 I’ve been thinking recently what would make a perfect place to live. It 

would need to have a village shop, a post office, a pub, school and 

reasonable public transport to the nearest large town. The question is 

how large does a village have to be to achieve these requirements? To 

sustain a shop and post office and at least one pub it has to be the 

size of Kislingbury with a community willing to support the local ameni-

ties. Do the inhabitants want this or are we satisfied with what we’ve 

got? What future will the village have if it doesn’t grow? If the village 

becomes an ageing village then even the school’s existence could be 

in jeopardy. 

My view is the village should grow, not too large but large enough to 

have a  future for the next generation and to make sure an ageing 

community doesn’t become isolated. To share your thoughts go to the 

village blog at http://rothersthorpe.info/wordpress/ and click on 

“comment”. I look forward to reading your comments.  Steve McCarthy 

Dried dog food     

delivered to the door, 

top quality &        

discounted prices.   
 

Working dog food 

also available, no 

hassle, free delivery 

to your door.  

Call for a quote  

        tel. 07947 069418  

Kath Leeming 90 on 1st January 2011 

I opened the Chronicle and Echo on Tuesday 28th December to see a familiar 

village face on page 2. who reached her 90th birthday on the first day of this 

year.  I decided to visit Kath to ask her about her time in the village. 

Kath was very keen to tell me that she was not the longest living resident in 
Rothersthorpe, there were at least two other people who have been in the   
village for much longer than her 49 years. 
Brought up in Poplar in London, Kath was bombed out of her house and forced 
to move to Hornchurch in Essex. Pete, her husband found work for a car parts 
firm in Northampton, so in May 1962 they bought Mrs Clifton’s orchard and 
moved up with their three chil-
dren, Pete, Bob and Annette to 
live in a caravan in the garden. 
Pete built a chalet in the garden 
where the two boys slept. 
Kath and Pete did much of the 
work erecting the house with the 
assistance of various builders. 
They used to stop work at 10.00 
each evening and walk across 
the Bury for a quick drink at the 
Chequers run by George and 
Nora Ette They used to serve 
themselves, pour their own drink     
behind the bar and put the money in the till. then sat around the fire until clos-
ing time which was 10.30pm in those days. 
The children swelled the school membership to 12 students under the     
watchful eye of the solitary teacher, Miss Downing who did not remain at the 
school for long. 
The village has grown since 1964, there was no Berry Close, no bungalows in 
Banbury Lane or North Street as well as no houses in  St John’s Close. There 
were only 200 people (including children) in Rothersthorpe and everyone knew 
everyone. 
There was a village shop and Post Office in Church Street as well as a        
doctor’s surgery occasionally when Dr Bull came to the village. 
Pat Faulkner and Kath were firm friends organising coffee mornings at the 
house, joining the W.I. and the Bowls Club which was started by Pam & Ken 
Mitchell at the Old Village Hall. Kath even has a Bowls Trophy from winning a 
1993 competition. 

One memorable event was when Pat & Kath were attending a New Year   
celebration in the Old Village Hall when a conga started by Pat reached the 
kitchen and fell through the floor. Thankfully no one was hurt.. 

Do we have any other residents with some history of the village? 

Kath receiving her free wood ! 

http://rothersthorpe.info/wordpress/


 AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM NAMUNSAALA, UGANDA 
 

Can you believe it, it is nearly six years since we were taking letters 
from Rothersthorpe school & church to the children and people of the 
school & church in Namunsaala, Uganda, who then gave us the same 
to bring back here. 
 

Some of you may know this story but for those of you who don’t, here it 
is again, before I deliver my message.  7 years ago we helped the 
school in Namunsaala to set up a clinic, for the 1000 plus primary 
school children, in a very small room they had there.   A volunteer nurse 
worked in the clinic, doing the best she could with the limited resources 
she had, dealing with minor injuries and diseases and the dreaded Ma-
laria.  The clinic was working but was a struggle so when the school 
teachers and Village Elders asked if we could help them to improve 
things, we had no idea what we were getting ourselves into, but knew 
we had to say yes! 
 

We talked with the Medical Officer for the area who told us there were 
already plans to build a clinic but there was no money so it would never 
be built!  If by some miracle it could though, he told us he could provide 
the staff and some of the drugs.  If it could be done, the clinic would 
make life so much easier for the many thousands of people who were 
travelling up to 10 miles to get to the nearest hospital.  Doesn’t sound 
far to us, but some have to walk that no matter how ill they are. 
 

A piece of land was donated by the village for the clinic to be built on 
and in the first year, with money raised by the Friends of Iganga, the 
footings were laid. Since then over £30,000 has been raised from peo-
ple and groups within Rothersthorpe and the Benefice of Rothersthorpe, 
Bugbrooke, Kislingbury and Harpole but also from Daventry Friends of 
Iganga and the charity Water for Kids.  First we built the clinic and then 
the accommodation for the nurses (so they could be there 24 hours). 
 

We were in Namunsaala last November/December and saw the com-
pletion of the clinic and nurses accommodation.  Eight staff are now 
based there and are providing an amazing  service to the community.  
The first babies have been born at the clinic and have been given the 
names David and Barbara! 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The people of Namunsaala and surrounding villages are absolutely  delighted 
with their new clinic and the service they are receiving, we can’t even begin to 
explain how happy they all are. We were asked so many times on our last 
visit to thank everyone who contributed in whatever way to the building of this 
facility.  So, from everyone in Namunsaala now benefitting from what you 
helped to happen, THANKYOU. 

Namunsaala  Daventry and District Friends of Iganga 
 

The work of D.F.of Iganga is continuing and whilst we were in Iganga last 
year we received a container which contained 45 hospital beds for the local 
hospital and we were able to deliver these together with other hospital equip-
ment, including wheelchairs and physical aids. Also we distributed tool kits 
and sewing machines to various self-help groups in the town. 
 

We have been asked to give a talk to the W.I. in the village Hall on Mon-
day 21st   February at 8pm. There is an open invitation to anybody who 
wishes to come along.  We would be pleased to see you and share our 
experiences. 

 

By popular demand we are holding another fundraising “French Gour-
met  Evening”.  Hopefully we will get it right this time. It is to be on Sat-
urday 26th March at 7-30pm.  Tickets are £15 for this 7 course meal. 
Proceeds are to be shared between Daventry Friends of Iganga and 
Tools for Self Reliance (Northampton).  If you have not been before, 
give it a go! 

 
David and Barbara Walsh,  Berry Close, Rothersthorpe   01604 831455 

Staff accommodation is the building on the left, the clinic the far one 


